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                                                         Constitutional   Development

Regulating Act of 1773

1.	 Significance 
�	First step of the British Government/Parliament to regulate the 

affairs of the BEIC
�	Recognition of the administrative functions of the Company

2.	 Provisions
�	(Governor of Bengal) ⇒  (Governor General of Bengal)

For assistance – A council of four members
�	Supreme Court in Calcutta

	� 1774
	� Chief – Elijah Impey
	� Assistant Judges – Chambers, Lemaistre and Hyde

�	Company Employees
	� Private Trade
	� Gifts
	� Bribery

�	(Company's Revenue and Military Information) → British 
Government

1781 to 1793

1.	 Act of Settlement, 1781
�	To remove the deficiencies of the Regulating Act, 1773
�	Governor General placed outside the jurisdiction of the Supreme 

Court

2.	 Pitt's India Act, 1784
�	British Prime Minister → William Pitt the Younger
�	Dual administration in the Company

	� (Court of Directors) → (Commerce)

	� (Board of Control) → (Administration)
�	(For the first time, India called)  ---- (Dominion)

3.	 Charter Act of 1793
�	(Salary of BOC)  ⇐    (Indian revenues) ⇒  (Drain of wealth)

Charter Act of 1813

�	Christian missionaries
�	Permitted to enter India
�	for religious propagation

�	For education
�	₹1 lakh per year for education
�	For the first time

Charter Act of 1833

1.	 Company
�	Commercial monopoly completely abolished
�	Administrative extended for 20 years

2.	 Governor-General of Bengal (GG of Bengal) ⇒ Governor-
General of India (GG of India) ⇒ First: William Bentinck

3.	 Madras and Bombay
�	Legislative powers abolished
�	Extreme centralization
�	Single budget for the entire country

4.	 Expansion of the Governor-General’s Council
�	(4th) / Law Member (4th member)
�	(Lord Macaulay)
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5.	 Section 87
�	Equality in government employment
�	No discrimination on the basis of religion, place of birth,

descent, or colour.

6.	 Abolition of Slavery
�	1843
�	(Lord Ellenborough)

7.	 First Law Commission (1834)  =  (Lord Macaulay)
↓ (Recommendation)

(English education in India)

Charter Act of 1853

1.	 Provision for competitive examinations → Macaulay
Committee (1854)

2. Division of powers of the Governor General
�	Administrative functions (GG's Executive Council)
�	Legislative Council of the GG
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